Introduction
The use of high-power, desk-top computers to provide real-time, interactive control of low-cost instruments commonly found in the chemical laboratory will clearly be an area of dramatic development in the near future. Presently, computer programs implementing such computer control fall into one of three main categories by providing either: (1) direct control of the individual operations, with the result being displayed on the instrument for the user (or transferred to a sequential device such as a printer or 'slaved' host computer); (2) 'batch' control, where a series of steps are programmed for a single operation which once initiated runs to completion before user intervention is possible, with the result again being displayed at the end of the experiment as in (1) 
Differential pulse votlammetry (DPV)
The differential pulse voltammetry experiment involves increasing the potential steadily in small increments and applying a pulse of fixed height and width at each potential step. The current is sampled immediately before and after the application of this pulse. The DPV experiment was originally designed for mercury electrodes, where the first current sample was taken just before the pulse application on the mercury drop and the 'second sample late in the pulse just before the drop was dislodged, resulting in a pulse width of 5 to lOOms. During the application of a pulse on solid electrodes, the current decays to a residual level after about 2"5 ms, hence a pulse width of 2"5 ms is adequate. Differential pulse voltammograms are plots of the arithmetic difference between the two current samples versus the potential. The measured parameters are the E potential (measured as the peak potential) and the width of the peak at half-height, W1/2, which is theoretically equal to 90"4, 45'2 and 30" mV for n 1, 2 and 3, respectively [6] . The from 10 to 100 mV, is applied during the last five samples [6] (see figure 3 ). 
